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About the book

Book Summary  

Title: A Dangerous Attraction  

Author: Linda Howard  

  

Join bestselling author Linda Howard in this thrilling blend of romance and

suspense that keeps readers on the edge of their seats.  

  

Plot Rewind:  

In pursuit of a ruthless criminal, federal agent Chance Mackenzie crafts a

daring plan to ensnare his target, focusing on the unsuspecting Sunny Miller,

who happens to be the daughter of his elusive quarry. By positioning himself

as her sole confidant, Chance draws her into a web of intrigue, intent on

luring her father out of hiding.  

  

But beneath her charming exterior, Sunny harbors her own secrets and

motives for staying out of her father's reach. As Chance's scheme unfolds,

the lines between trust and deception blur, threatening not only their lives

but their burgeoning relationship, leaving them at risk of losing

everything—their safety and their hearts.  

  

Note: This gripping tale was previously published.
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A Game Of Chance Summary
Written by Books1
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Who should read this book A Game Of Chance

"A Game of Chance" by Linda Howard is perfect for readers who enjoy

romantic suspense and thrilling narratives interwoven with character-driven

stories. Those who appreciate strong, complex protagonists faced with moral

dilemmas and high-stakes situations will find themselves captivated by the

book's tension and emotional depth. Fans of contemporary romance who

relish a blend of love, danger, and intrigue will also appreciate Howard's

compelling writing style. Additionally, readers looking for a gripping escape

that combines both adventure and passion should definitely pick up this title.
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Key insights of A Game Of Chance in table
format

Title A Game of Chance

Author Linda Howard

Genre Romantic Suspense

Publication
Year 1996

Main
Characters Chance Mackenzie, Alinor (Lina) Campbell

Setting Various locations, primarily in the United States

Plot
Summary

Chance Mackenzie, a skilled mercenary, finds himself drawn into a
high-stakes game involving stolen money and danger. He encounters
Alinor Campbell, a woman with a painful past, who becomes both a
target and ally in his quest to bring justice. As they navigate threats
and develop a deep connection, they must confront their fears and
uncover the truth behind the dangerous game they're involved in.

Themes Love and trust, betrayal, personal redemption, the impact of past
traumas

Writing
Style

Fast-paced with a blend of suspense and romance, characterized by
strong character development and emotional depth.
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A Game Of Chance Summary Chapter List

1. Chapter 1: A Chance Encounter Sets Off a Chain of Events 

2. Chapter 2: Intrigue Unfolds as Secrets are Revealed 

3. Chapter 3: Danger Lurks Beneath the Surface of Desire 

4. Chapter 4: A Game of Trust When Lives are at Stake 

5. Chapter 5: The Climax of Tension and Unexpected Alliances 
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1. Chapter 1: A Chance Encounter Sets Off a
Chain of Events

In the bustling heart of Atlanta, fate weaves its unseen threads as two

strangers’ paths cross unexpectedly and alters the course of their lives

forever. Katrina, a determined and sharp-witted woman in her thirties, finds

herself at a small café, nursing a cup of coffee and contemplating her next

steps in life. Little does she know that this seemingly ordinary day is about

to take a dramatic turn.  

  

While Katrina scans her surroundings, her eye catches a tall, enigmatic man

sitting alone at a corner table. He radiates an aura of mystery, his presence

both commanding and alluring. This chance encounter takes a life-changing

twist when he unexpectedly approaches her, introducing himself as the

brooding and charismatic Chance.  

  

Their conversation starts hesitantly, filled with the usual polite niceties and

guarded questions. However, as they share stories about their lives and

dreams, an undeniable chemistry ignites between them, driving them to

delve deeper into personal territories. Katrina finds herself drawn to

Chance's intensity and depth, intrigued by the way he seems to see right

through her carefully constructed facade.  

  

But as fate would have it, their meeting is interrupted by a sudden
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commotion outside the café. Shouts pierce the air as a group of people rush

past, panic evident on their faces. Chance’s demeanor shifts; he becomes

alert, his instincts taking over as he instinctively pulls Katrina close to shield

her from the chaos unfolding outside. This protective gesture not only

intensifies the spark between them but also hints at the depth of Chance's

character—his underlying bravado masked by an air of mystery.  

  

As the initial shock wanes, Chance and Katrina engage in deeper

discussions, revealing more about their respective lives. This innocent

meeting sets off a chain of events neither of them could have predicted. They

exchange numbers, both hesitant and hopeful, as the possibility of a future

together hangs in the air.  

  

This chapter ends with a lingering feeling that the connection they have

established is far from coincidental. Both Katrina and Chance leave the café

with their minds racing, hearts pounding, and a newfound sense of

excitement and trepidation. As they part ways, the reader cannot help but

wonder: what will unfold from this chance encounter, and what secrets lie

beneath the surface of their seemingly serendipitous meeting?
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2. Chapter 2: Intrigue Unfolds as Secrets are
Revealed

As the dust from the unexpected encounter begins to settle, the emotional

stakes rise when the protagonist, a strong-willed woman named Jessie,

delves deeper into the enigmatic world around her. The chance meeting with

the enigmatic stranger, whose name she learns is Sam, opens a Pandora’s

box of intrigue that tests her instincts and her resolve. Her curiosity about

Sam's mysterious aura drives her to uncover the truth behind his clandestine

demeanor that initially captivated her.

Early in Chapter 2, Jessie starts connecting the dots between Sam's world

and a shadowy figure that has been looming over her life. While she initially

viewed her attraction to Sam merely as a spark of chemistry igniting from

their brief encounter, Jessie's instincts reveal a deeper layer of profound

secrecy surrounding him. As she attempts to piece together the fragments of

their first meeting, her thoughts drift back to Sam’s piercing gaze, the way it

seemed to flicker with both danger and charm.

Determined not to let her emotions cloud her judgment, Jessie sets out to

learn more about Sam. She embarks on a quest, gathering bits and pieces of

information that hint at a life intertwined with perilous decisions and

shadowy dealings. What she uncovers sends chills down her spine—a

whisper of a past riddled with crime and a present filled with lurking
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dangers. Sam appears to be entangled in a web of criminal activities tied to a

notorious underground organization, but his motivations remain opaque.

As the chapter progresses, Jessie comes to a chilling realization: the stakes

are far higher than she initially anticipated. A connection reveals itself

between Sam and a series of crimes that have shaken her small town.

Mysterious disappearances and unexplained motives begin to correlate with

Sam’s presence, prompting Jessie to question everything she thought she

knew about him. Intrigue thickens as Jessie's internal conflict gains

momentum—can she trust her instincts about Sam, or is her attraction

blinding her to the truth?

Amidst her investigation, Jessie encounters a slew of characters that add

layers to the unfolding plot. A dubious informant from Sam's past emerges,

feeding Jessie information that blurs the lines between fact and fiction. Their

discussions are laced with tension, and she feels the intense gravity of the

secret world that Sam inhabits. What is more, the longer she remains

entangled in this pursuit of knowledge, the more she risks her safety and

stability.

Jessie’s motivations evolve throughout the chapter as the thrill of uncovering

secrets intertwines with the fear of what those revelations could mean for her

future. She begins to question her own obsolete beliefs about right and
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wrong, realizing that morality is not always clear-cut as she navigates

through the treacherous waters of deception and allure. The tension between

Jessie and Sam escalates, as she battles with the growing suspicion that trust

might be a luxury she cannot afford in this dangerous game they are both

part of.

By the end of the chapter, Jessie finds herself at a pivotal crossroads, torn

between her growing feelings for Sam and the unsettling truths she continues

to uncover. Each layer peeled back reveals more about Sam’s nature—each

revelation turns the allure into a cautionary tale—an intricate dance between

desire and distrust, leaving Jessie grappling with a weighty decision that

could change the trajectory of her life forever.
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3. Chapter 3: Danger Lurks Beneath the
Surface of Desire

In this chapter, the subtle tension between desire and danger becomes

palpable as the protagonist, a strong and independent woman, grapples with

the intense attraction she feels towards a mysterious stranger. As she tries to

navigate her own emotions, she is increasingly aware that beneath the

surface of her longing lies a realm of potential peril. 

The stranger, whose allure is impossible to ignore, embodies both charm and

enigma. He seems to harbor secrets that draw her in, yet every instinct warns

her to keep her guard up. The protagonist finds herself caught in a web of

attraction that threatens to entangle her in a situation far deeper than a simple

flirtation. 

As their encounters intensify, the reader witnesses the protagonist’s internal

struggle. She is torn between the intoxicating pull of her desires and the

lurking fears that accompany them. Howard masterfully portrays the

emotional complexity of desire, revealing how it can blur judgment and

cloud reality. The tension builds as she uncovers glimpses of the stranger's

past, hinting at a life filled with complications and possible dangers. 

The stakes rise as the protagonist slowly realizes that her desire may come at

a cost. Each look and brush of their hands sends electric sparks through her,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


but she cannot shake the feeling that what she desires could lead her into

treacherous waters. This culmination of conflicting emotions sets the stage

for a series of choices that will test her strength and resolve. 

As the chapter unfolds, the unease grows more pronounced. Subtle hints of

danger float through their conversations, and the protagonist’s instincts

scream for her to be cautious. Howard expertly weaves in moments of

foreboding—fleeting shadows and whispers of danger that dance around

their encounters, suggesting that not only the stranger's allure but also the

world surrounding him might not be as safe as it appears. 

The chapter concludes with the protagonist standing at a crossroads; she

must decide whether to give in to her overwhelming desire or to steer clear

of the potential threat that accompanies it. The intoxicating mix of danger

and desire leaves readers with a lingering sense of anticipation, eagerly

awaiting how this internal conflict will play out in the chapters to come.
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4. Chapter 4: A Game of Trust When Lives are
at Stake

In this pivotal chapter, the stakes reach unprecedented heights as the

protagonists grapple with the fragility of trust amidst the chaos that

surrounds them. The tensions that have been brewing throughout the

narrative come to a head, forcing the characters to confront their

vulnerabilities and the reality of their situation.

As the main characters, Chance and the enigmatic female lead, find

themselves increasingly isolated from their allies, suspicion permeates their

interactions. The revelation of hidden agendas and past betrayals leaves

them questioning each other’s motives. Chance, whose trust issues stem

from a tumultuous past, hesitates to lean on anyone, convinced that

self-reliance is the only way to survive. Meanwhile, the female lead grapples

with her own hidden truths—secrets that could shatter the fragile bond they

have formed.

In a tense atmosphere filled with an impending sense of danger, the two

must decide whether to partner together or to retreat into their shells of

distrust. Their shared experiences of peril serve as a catalyst for a deeper

examination of what trust really means in a world filled with duplicity.

Chance’s instincts scream to protect himself, yet the undeniable connection

he feels with his companion pulls him in a different direction.
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The turning point comes during a harrowing encounter that tests their

commitment to one another. When an unexpected threat emerges, both

characters are forced to make split-second decisions that will shape their

fates. In a moment of crisis, Chance chooses to act selflessly, risking his

own safety to protect her, an act that ignites a flicker of hope that perhaps

trust can be rebuilt. This pivotal moment serves as a reminder of the risks

inherent in relying on another person, especially when survival is on the line.

Amidst the chaos, a powerful unspoken bond develops between them—one

that blurs the lines between trust and reliance. They begin to understand that

shared obstacles can forge stronger ties, allowing them to confront their fears

together. This realization forces both to reflect on their initial impressions of

each other, questioning whether their instincts for distrust have clouded their

judgment.

The chapter culminates in a suspenseful scene that emphasizes the

importance of conceding vulnerability in the face of danger. As the external

threats intensify and the clock ticks down towards an inevitable

confrontation, they must decide to either fully embrace the trust they have

cautiously begun to establish or risk losing everything—but more

importantly, losing each other in the process.
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This chapter not only deepens the character dynamics but also sets the stage

for intense emotional stakes as the uncertainty of life and death collide with

the complexities of human relationships. The nature of trust, when lives

hang in the balance, proves to be both a desperate gamble and a potentially

transformative experience for Chance and his companion.
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5. Chapter 5: The Climax of Tension and
Unexpected Alliances

In the heart of the narrative, Chapter 5 of "A Game of Chance" escalates the

stakes to an exhilarating peak, weaving an intricate web of tension and

surprising partnerships. As the plot thickens, the protagonist finds herself at

the center of a high-stakes gambling scheme, which acts as both a literal and

metaphorical game of chance.

As the chapter unfolds, the protagonist, armed with newfound knowledge

gathered through her earlier encounters, begins to navigate the treacherous

waters of deception and intrigue. Determined to regain control after feeling

increasingly manipulated by unseen forces, she makes a bold decision to

confront the antagonist. This pivotal confrontation is fraught with emotional

intensity and uncertainty, highlighting her inner conflict between fear and

resilience.

Tension mounts not only through the protagonist's personal stakes but also

through the looming threat of danger as those around her begin to reveal

their true intentions. Allies that were once regarded with suspicion suddenly

reveal layers of depth and complexity, blurring the lines of trust and

betrayal. The unexpected alliances formed during this chapter showcase the

unpredictable nature of human relationships in dire circumstances.

Characters who initially seemed inconsequential become critical players,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


offering assistance that shifts the power dynamics significantly.

With the stakes at their highest, the scene is set for a dramatic showdown.

The protagonist’s resolve is tested as she must rely on these new allies, each

with their own motives, to help her navigate the perilous landscape

surrounding the gambling ring. The reader is drawn into a series of

nail-biting encounters, where quick thinking and ingenuity become lifelines.

Just when it seems that all is lost, a twist unveils hidden loyalties,

showcasing that even in desperation, hope and solidarity can form.

This climax not only brings thrilling confrontations to the forefront but also

underscores essential themes of trust and betrayal, ultimately leading the

characters to confront their pasts. Amid the rising tension, they learn the

importance of unity against a common enemy, which sets the stage for a

deeper exploration of relationships in the chapters that follow.
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6. Chapter 6: Resolution and New Beginnings
After the Gamble

In the aftermath of the tumultuous events that unfolded, a sense of calm

began to permeate the air. The chaos that had threatened to engulf the lives

of the protagonists left behind echoes of tension, but as the dust settled, hope

emerged as a powerful force for resolution. 

Having navigated the storm of deception, trust, and the constant threat

looming over them, the characters found themselves at a pivotal crossroads.

The gamble that had once seemed reckless now laid the foundation for new

beginnings, allowing them to rethink their priorities and reassess their

desires.

For the heroine, the journey had been transformative. Once plagued by

doubts and fears, she now stood stronger, having faced her vulnerabilities

head-on. Her relationship with the hero transitioned from a mere alliance

born out of necessity to a profound connection forged in the fires of

adversity. Together, they had weathered the storm, and their bond emerged

deeper and more resilient. The realization that they could rely on one another

not only for survival but also for emotional support ignited a spark of

optimism about what the future might hold.

As the sun broke through the remnants of the storm clouds, it illuminated the
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path ahead. The couple decided to take the plunge into a new chapter,

choosing to leave behind the shadows of their pasts. They envisioned a home

filled with laughter and love, a stark contrast to the isolation and danger they

had both endured. Their shared determination to build a life together

emerged as a beacon guiding them forward.

In the days that followed, they set about creating a new beginning. The

heroine, once reticent to trust, now embraced vulnerability as a strength. She

took deliberate steps towards healing, engaging in the community and

rediscovering her passions that had laid dormant during the chaos. She found

joy in simple things, like gardening and connecting with neighbors, fostering

relationships that enriched her life.

Meanwhile, the hero faced his own journey of redemption. He learned the

importance of accountability and transparency, vowing to confront the

shadows of his past decisions. In doing so, he not only healed himself but

also became a pillar of support for his partner. The duo became a source of

inspiration within their community, proving that resilience and love could

triumph over adversity.

As they rebuilt their lives, they often reflected on the gamble that had

brought them together, recognizing the intricate web of fate that had turned

chance into destiny. What began as a series of calculated risks evolved into
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an adventure filled with unanticipated joy and a deeper connection.  

With each passing day, they nurtured their love, learning to cherish every

moment together. They faced challenges with newfound strength and mutual

respect, effectively navigating life's unpredictability. The journey could have

easily ended in despair; instead, it blossomed into something beautiful.

In the closing hours of the day, as the sun dipped below the horizon, the

couple stood hand in hand on their porch, hearts full with gratitude. What

once seemed like a reckless gamble had transformed into the most

meaningful investment of their lives. They gazed into the future, a future

filled with possibility, adventure, and unbreakable bonds, marking the

beginning of a new chapter anchored in love and hope.

Their story, born from chance and shaped through trials, had culminated in

more than just survival; it had flourished into a celebration of life itself. And

as they leaned into their new beginnings, they knew they were ready to face

whatever the world might throw at them next, together.
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5 Key Quotes of A Game Of Chance

1. "The only time you lose is when you don't play the game." 

2. "Trust is a fragile thing; once broken, it can be a long road to repair." 

3. "Love isn't just a feeling; it's a choice we make every day." 

4. "Sometimes the risks we take are the ones that reward us the most." 

5. "In the end, it's not about the cards you were dealt, but how you choose to

play them." 
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