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About the book

The Call to Action: A Modern Echo of Bonhoeffer  

In a poignant and urgent message, Eric Metaxas, acclaimed author of

*Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy*, draws alarming parallels

between the contemporary American church and its German counterpart of

the 1930s. He fervently encourages Christians to confront their complacency

and speak out against injustices.

Quote:  

"Silence in the face of evil is itself evil. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act

is to act. God will not hold us guiltless."

Metaxas challenges the notion that divine will permits silence during critical

times. He critiques the notion of cowardice masquerading as piety and urges

the Church to rise to the occasion.  

He uncovers how a diluted form of faith — which Bonhoeffer termed "cheap

grace" — has drained spiritual vigor from countless individuals. Many

profess an empty form of evangelism, shying away from addressing the

pressing moral crises of our era. Metaxas dismantles the harmful belief that

engaging in social issues politicizes Christianity, affirming that the Church

has a vital role in shaping the culture of a nation.  
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Call to Arms:  

It is essential for believers to stand in the fight against darkness, advocating

for the vulnerable and the oppressed.  

Silence is not an acceptable response. God calls for action: to protect the

unborn, challenge cultural Marxism, and resist the encroachment of globalist

ideologies that threaten human liberty. With unwavering faith, the Church

must shed its fears, armed with prayer, selflessness, and authentic love, to

take a stand in this spiritual battle.
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Letter To The American Church Summary
Written by Books1
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Who should read this book Letter To The
American Church

"Letter to the American Church" by Eric Metaxas is essential reading for

individuals who are concerned about the intersection of faith and societal

issues, particularly those who identify as Christians seeking to navigate

contemporary cultural challenges. It appeals to church leaders, theologians,

and ordinary believers who want to understand the historical context of

religious responses to moral crises and encourages them to reflect on their

own roles in promoting justice and truth in society. Additionally, those

interested in discussions of American history, civil rights, and the moral

responsibilities of churches might find Metaxas's insights particularly

relevant as he draws parallels to historical events and urges a proactive

stance in today's climate.
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Key insights of Letter To The American Church
in table format

Chapter Summary

Introduction Eric Metaxas addresses the American Church, calling for a
return to biblical values and moral courage in society.

Chapter 1: The
Crisis

Metaxas discusses the current moral and spiritual crisis in the
American Church and its implications for society.

Chapter 2:
Silence and
Action

Analyzes the dangers of remaining silent in the face of
injustice, relating it to historical examples.

Chapter 3: The
Role of the
Church

Explores the church's responsibility to guide followers in truth
and confronting cultural issues.

Chapter 4:
Historical
Context

Provides historical context on how churches have responded to
crises, drawing parallels to modern times.

Chapter 5: Faith
and Politics

Discusses the intersection of faith and politics, emphasizing the
importance of moral leadership.

Chapter 6: A Call
to Courage

Encourages church leaders and believers to stand firm in their
convictions and speak up against societal wrongs.

Conclusion Metaxas concludes with a call to action for the American
Church to rediscover its voice and influence in the world.
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Chapter Summary

Appendices Includes resources and further readings for those interested in
engaging with the themes discussed in the book.
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Letter To The American Church Summary
Chapter List

1. Introduction: Understanding the Current Crisis in the American Church 

2. The Historical Context: Lessons From the Past on Courage and Faith 

3. The Importance of Moral Clarity in a Confusing World 

4. The Role of the Church in Society: Standing Up for Truth and Justice 

5. The Need for a New Awakening: Reviving True Spiritual Leadership 

6. Conclusion: A Call to Action for the American Church 
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1. Introduction: Understanding the Current
Crisis in the American Church

In recent years, the American Church has found itself in a state of turmoil,

grappling with myriad challenges that test the very fabric of its existence.

Eric Metaxas, in his incisive work "Letter to the American Church,"

articulates a growing concern that the church is facing a crisis not just in

numbers but in its moral and spiritual foundation. This crisis is marked by an

alarming disconnect between the values advocated by many within the

church and the prevailing ethos of contemporary society.

At the heart of this challenge lies a profound identity crisis. Many Christians

are finding it increasingly difficult to communicate their beliefs in a culture

that increasingly views traditional moral frameworks as outdated or

oppressive. Metaxas posits that this struggle stems from a failure to

understand the stakes involved; that the Church's silence or compromise on

key issues might lead to dire consequences for both individuals and society

at large. He draws parallels between today’s church and historical precedents

where inaction and moral ambiguity allowed for the erosion of religious and

civic freedoms.

This introduction sets the stage for a deeper exploration into how a lack of

courage, clarity, and conviction has allowed secular ideologies to permeate

the American Church. Metaxas underscores the urgent need for believers to
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reclaim their voice and influence, standing firm in the truth without

compromise. The author suggests that this crisis is not merely a turbulent

season for the church but rather a pivotal moment that could determine its

future relevance and impact in a world desperately in need of faith and hope.

In addressing these challenges, Metaxas encourages a reawakening of faith

that emphasizes the importance of moral courage—challenging the church to

engage thoughtfully with pressing societal issues rather than retreating into a

safe space of silence or complacency. He asserts that understanding the

current crisis is critical for the church to navigate its future and fulfill its

divine mandate in a world rife with confusion and moral ambiguity. The call

to action is not just a personal one but a collective imperative for the body of

Christ to unite, stand for its convictions, and influence society positively.
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2. The Historical Context: Lessons From the
Past on Courage and Faith

In navigating the current landscape of the American Church, it is essential to

reflect on historical precedents that reveal the profound significance of

courage and faith in times of crisis. Eric Metaxas emphasizes that history is

not merely a series of events but a reservoir of lessons that can inform and

embolden contemporary believers. The Church has faced significant

challenges throughout its existence, often necessitating a bold response from

its leaders and congregations alike.

One profound example is the early Christian Church during the Roman

Empire, where believers stood resolute amidst persecution. These faithful

individuals demonstrated remarkable courage by adhering to their beliefs in

the face of death, torture, and ostracism. Their unwavering commitment to

their faith serves as a beacon for modern Christians, illustrating that true

belief often requires sacrifice. This historical context calls on current church

leaders and members to recognize that courage in faith is not merely an act

of defiance but is deeply intertwined with love for God and commitment to

His truths.

Moving through the annals of history, Metaxas brings to the forefront the

courage of prominent figures like Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who boldly resisted

the encroaching darkness of Nazi ideology. Bonhoeffer’s theological
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reflections and ultimate martyrdom serve as poignant reminders for

Christians today. He believed that the church must stand against injustice

and that silence in the face of evil is a betrayal of one’s faith. His life

exemplifies the necessity of decisive action in love—challenging modern

Christians to consider that the moral choices made in times of crisis can

reverberate through history, reshaping cultural and spiritual landscapes.

Furthermore, looking into the American Civil Rights Movement, Metaxas

illustrates how faith-based activism led by figures such as Martin Luther

King Jr. can inspire the Church to confront social injustices today. King

drew extensively from biblical teachings, encapsulating the belief that faith

must manifest into action. The historic struggle for civil rights highlights

that the Church plays a crucial role in advocating for justice and equality,

calling believers not only to understand their faith but also to express it

through courageous actions.

These lessons from the past remind us that faith is often tested in trials. In

challenging moments, it becomes the responsibility of the Church to rise in

courage, emboldened by the examples set by those who have gone before.

The historical context serves as an encouragement, instilling hope and

determination in current congregations to engage actively in the cultural

challenges they face today. 
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Metaxas insists that as the American Church confronts its own set of

challenges, the enduring lessons from these historical incidents must inform

its response. The courage of past believers calls for a revival of true

faith-based activism, one that does not shy away from the uncomfortable and

the difficult, but rather confronts it with the love and truth of Christ. The

past beckons today’s Christians to not be mere spectators but to partake

actively in the transformation of society, just as their forebears courageously

did.
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3. The Importance of Moral Clarity in a
Confusing World

In an age where cultural norms shift rapidly and moral complexities abound,

the necessity for moral clarity within the American Church has never been

more pronounced. Eric Metaxas argues that ambiguity in moral beliefs only

deepens societal division and fosters confusion, stripping individuals of the

ability to discern right from wrong. This moral fog influences not only the

lives of individuals but also the broader landscape of the church and society

at large.

Metaxas highlights that moral clarity serves as a guiding light in turbulent

times, enabling Christians to navigate the challenges posed by relativism and

secularism. When values are compromised for the sake of social acceptance,

the church risks losing its foundational principles. This erosion of moral

conviction can lead to a widespread abandonment of biblical teachings, with

congregants drifting toward ideologies that stray from scriptural truth.

The author emphasizes the historical precedents set by previous generations

that faced moral crises. He draws parallels to significant moments in history,

such as the stance against Nazism in the 20th century, where moral clarity

was pivotal in opposing tyranny and injustice. These examples serve as

reminders that in times of societal turmoil, courageous voices within the

church can lead to transformative change, a reminder that acting with moral

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


clarity can embolden believers to stand firm in their convictions despite

potential backlash.

Furthermore, Metaxas asserts that moral clarity fosters a unified church, one

that can effectively advocate for justice and truth. Confusion over moral

issues leads to fragmentation, making it difficult for Christians to present a

united front on matters requiring urgent attention. The church is called not

only to reflect Christ’s teachings but also to be a beacon of truth in society,

advocating for righteousness across various issues, such as sanctity of life,

marriage, and religious freedom.

In conclusion, the necessity for moral clarity in the American Church

reflects the urgent need for Christians to reaffirm their commitment to

biblical truths. Metaxas urges believers to prioritize clarity over conformity,

to seek discernment in God's Word, and to recall the powerful impact that a

unified and courageous church can have on the world. This embrace of

moral integrity, despite the temptations of cultural compromise, is essential

for the revitalization of faith and the fulfillment of the church’s calling in

these confusing times.
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4. The Role of the Church in Society: Standing
Up for Truth and Justice

In the face of contemporary societal challenges, the role of the church

extends beyond personal spirituality to encompass advocacy for truth and

justice. Eric Metaxas emphasizes that churches should not shy away from

addressing moral issues that permeate society, as they possess a unique

position to bring about positive change. Throughout history, moments of

moral crisis have called upon the church to rise courageously and defend

what is right, often at great personal cost. 

Metaxas argues that it is critical for the church to reclaim its voice as a moral

compass, especially in a world where relativism and apathy can often

prevent individuals from seeing the truth clearly. He points to examples

from history, such as the abolition of slavery and the civil rights movement,

where the church played a pivotal role in advocating for justice and standing

against systemic evils. These historical precedents illustrate that when the

church is silent, or complicit, it can lead to the perpetuation of injustice.

The church's responsibility involves not only preaching the truth but also

applying that truth in practical ways. This includes confronting social

injustices such as racism, poverty, and persecution, and providing a

counter-narrative to the prevailing ideologies that may lead society astray.

By standing firm on biblical principles, the church can foster a community
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that prioritizes love, justice, and equality, echoing the teachings of Christ.

Moreover, Metaxas highlights the importance of equipping church leaders

and congregants with the courage to speak out against injustices. He posits

that spiritual leadership must not only navigate through theological

discussions but also engage with the pressing issues of the day, encouraging

followers to be active participants in societal reform.

This call to action is essential; the church is reminded that its influence can

inspire broader societal change. By mobilizing its followers to engage in acts

of service and advocacy, the church can demonstrate the love of Christ and

reflect the kingdom values in tangible ways. In advocating for truth and

justice, the church fulfills its mission to be a light in a dark world,

illuminating the paths toward righteousness and compassion.

Ultimately, Metaxas urges the American church to rise up, reclaim its

prophetic voice, and actively participate in the public square, translating

faith into action. This involves not just a passive belief in Christ but an

active, living expression of that faith that seeks to promote justice, defend

the marginalized, and champion truth in a society that often prioritizes

convenience and conformity over righteousness.
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5. The Need for a New Awakening: Reviving
True Spiritual Leadership

In the midst of moral and spiritual confusion, the American Church stands at

a critical crossroads, necessitating a radical revitalization of its leadership.

The call for a new awakening in the church is not merely a reaction to the

present climate, but a proactive commitment to revive true spiritual

leadership that aligns with biblical principles and fosters genuine

discipleship.

Historically, periods of great societal transformation have often been

preceded by movements of spiritual renewal. Such awakenings have served

as pivotal moments that redefine the church’s influence in the world.

Leaders who have been willing to confront the moral and ethical challenges

of their times have driven these movements. Leaders who exhibited courage,

steadfast faith, and a clear vision rooted in the truth of Scripture. In today’s

context, where cultural pressures threaten to dilute the church’s voice, the

revival of such leadership can ignite a much-needed spiritual renaissance.

True spiritual leadership is characterized by humility, a deep commitment to

biblical truth, and a passion for genuine community engagement. It

recognizes that the church's mission is not solely about maintaining a

comfortable existence within societal norms but about actively challenging

those norms when they stray from God's design. Leaders must embody the
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essence of Christ-like servitude, demonstrating love and grace while boldly

speaking out against injustice, immorality, and deception.

This renewed leadership must also prioritize raising a new generation of

believers who are equipped to think critically and engage meaningfully with

their culture. It requires an emphasis on discipleship that goes beyond mere

attendance at church services. The church must become a vital clearinghouse

for spiritual growth, encouraging believers to delve deeply into scripture,

fostering a community that values accountability, mentorship, and shared

mission.

Furthermore, with the church’s role as a moral compass in society, clarity of

message is crucial. Leaders must be armed with a robust understanding of

contemporary moral issues, ensuring that their teachings and actions reflect a

biblically grounded perspective. In an age of relativism, where ‘truth’ is

often malleable, spiritual leaders must stand firm in their convictions,

offering clear guidance that leads others toward righteousness and away

from the snares of cultural compromise.

Moreover, this awakening requires a collective humility—recognizing that

the church has, at times, failed to be the beacon of hope it was meant to be.

Confession and repentance within the church community is essential for

healing and restoring credibility. Only through acknowledging past failures
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can the church move forward with a renewed sense of purpose and integrity.

In sum, the need for a new awakening within the American Church is urgent

and indispensable. It challenges leaders to step beyond their comfort zones,

embrace the mantle of prophetic voice, and guide the church in reclaiming

its rightful place as the salt and light in the world. By fostering genuine

spiritual leadership that is bold, biblically truthful, and deeply engaged with

society, the church can once again become a powerful instrument of change,

illuminating the path toward God’s Kingdom.
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6. Conclusion: A Call to Action for the
American Church

In light of the urgent challenges facing the American Church today, Eric

Metaxas passionately calls for a revival of courage, conviction, and action

among Christians across the nation. The landscape has changed

dramatically, and it is clear that mere words are insufficient. This is a

moment that demands a passionate response from the Church, a rallying cry

for believers to live out their faith boldly in a society rife with confusion and

moral ambiguity.

The Church has a historic role as a beacon of truth and justice, serving as a

moral compass in times of crisis. Metaxas emphasizes that, much like

prominent figures from history who stood firmly for their

beliefs—challenging tyranny and injustice—believers today must adopt a

similar posture. This is not merely about societal engagement but a profound

calling to represent the heart of God in a world that often turns its back on

Him. The lessons from the past show us the peril of silence and complicity;

we must not repeat these mistakes. Instead, we are urged to confront the

issues of our time with clarity and conviction.

Metaxas challenges the Church to examine its own commitment to standing

up for truth. He highlights how moral clarity is not a luxury but a necessity

in a world clouded by misinformation and ethical relativism. The Church
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must take a stand, not just within its walls but in every arena of society—be

it politics, education, or culture. Each believer is called to embody the

principles of their faith in such a way that reflects the love and justice of

Christ.

Moreover, the need for a new spiritual awakening is paramount. Metaxas

calls upon faith leaders to set the example through authentic leadership that

prioritizes integrity and humility over popularity and comfort. The revival of

true spiritual leadership will empower believers to take action, inspiring

movements that seek to uplift the marginalized, defend the oppressed, and

spread the gospel with boldness.

This call to action is not only about individual commitment but also about

collective movement. The Church must unify, setting aside denominational

differences for the greater purpose of fulfilling the Great Commission.

Believers are encouraged to connect and collaborate, using their various gifts

and resources to impact communities and transform lives.

As we look to the future, the American Church is at a crossroads. The way

forward requires a return to foundational truths, a reinvigoration of faith, and

a courageous stance against the challenges that confront us. Metaxas

reminds us that we are not called to be passive observers but active

participants in the unfolding story of our nation. Let us rise up, as the body
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of Christ, to meet this moment with the conviction that God is with us,

empowering our every step.

In this concluding exhortation, the message stands clear: the American

Church is called to a profound and immediate action. We must be willing to

take risks, engage actively in the public sphere, and live our faith in ways

that challenge the status quo. By doing so, we can restore the Church’s

rightful place as a pivotal force for good in the historically charged

landscape of our time. Now is the time to act, build, and revive the spirit of

hope, for the American Church's journey forward is crucial not just for its

own future, but for the soul of our nation.
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5 Key Quotes of Letter To The American
Church

1. "We must never forget that we are called to give our lives away for the

sake of others, even when it feels uncomfortable or unsafe." 

2. "Silence in the face of evil is complicity, and as a church, we cannot

afford to be silent." 

3. "True faith demands action; we cannot simply pray and expect change

without personal involvement." 

4. "The fight for freedom and truth is not just a political battle, but a spiritual

one that requires our total commitment." 

5. "History has shown us that when the church stands up for righteousness, it

can change the course of nations." 
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