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About the book

Genre: Romantic Comedy Set in a Charming Small Town!  

Join the USA Today Bestselling Series!  

Dare to Embrace Your Inner Wild?  

Meet Ryan O'Hare, an ex-cop whose first impression of the uptight Liz

Garner ignites a desire to shake things up. But Ryan is quick to convince

himself that he isn’t interested in her. After all, Liz’s meticulous nature

means sticking to her own standards—plus, she’s practically on his payroll,

watching over his mischievous grandmother who has a flair for getting into

trouble. However, there’s a spark beneath Liz's composed exterior that

piques Ryan’s curiosity. What would it take to draw out her hidden

adventurous side?

On the flip side, Liz is at her wit’s end. Working for the insufferably

charming, yet annoyingly arrogant Ryan—whom she has avoided for

years—is proving to be a challenge. She desperately needs the paycheck, but

it doesn’t help that Ryan's grandmother is including her in some outrageous

activities, like midnight tango classes and zipping through the treetops. As

Liz navigates the line between puncturing Ryan’s ego and her grappling

attraction to him, she finds herself torn. Can this perfectionist let her guard

down and uncover an unexpected connection with the dashing rogue who
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shattered her heart in the past?

What Readers Are Saying About "The Opposite of Wild"  

"A delightful blend of humor, heat, and heart—exactly what every romance

seeker craves!" – New York Times Bestselling Author Mimi Jean Pamfiloff  

"A captivating read filled with love, laughter, and plenty of family drama.

Highly recommend!" – Racing to Read Blog  

Note: This standalone book promises a heartwarming HEA without any

cliffhangers!

Explore the Clover Park Series:  

1. The Opposite of Wild  

2. Daisy Does It All  

3. Bad Taste in Men  

4. Kissing Santa  

5. Restless Harmony  

6. Not My Romeo  

7. Rev Me Up  

8. An Ambitious Engagement  

9. Clutch Player  

10. A Tempting Friendship  

11. Clover Park Bride: Nico and Lily's Wedding  
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12. A Valentine's Day Gift  

13. Maggie Meets Her Match
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The Opposite Of Wild Summary
Written by Books1
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Who should read this book The Opposite Of
Wild

The Opposite Of Wild by Kylie Gilmore is an engaging read for young

adults and adults seeking a blend of romance, humor, and coming-of-age

themes. It resonates particularly with readers who appreciate stories about

personal growth, self-discovery, and the often humorous adventures that

accompany stepping outside one’s comfort zone. Fans of contemporary

romance with relatable characters and witty dialogue will find themselves

immersed in the story. Additionally, those who enjoy tales that explore the

balance between independence and relationships will likely appreciate the

insights and experiences presented in the narrative.
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Key insights of The Opposite Of Wild in table
format

Title The Opposite Of Wild

Author Kylie Gilmore

Genre Romantic Comedy

Publication
Date April 11, 2017

Main
Characters Riley, Evan

Setting Contemporary, various locations including a small town

Plot
Summary

Riley, a free-spirited young woman, finds herself drawn to Evan, a
straight-laced businessman. As they navigate their opposing
lifestyles, Riley must decide whether to embrace her wild nature or
conform to Evan's structured world. Their relationship challenges
both characters to grow and understand the true meaning of wild.

Themes Love, Personal Growth, Opposites Attract, The Importance of Being
True to Oneself

Tone Light-hearted, Humorous, Romantic

Target
Audience

Fans of romantic comedies, Young adults, and Contemporary
romance readers
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The Opposite Of Wild Summary Chapter List

1. Introduction to the Themes of Wildness and Control 

2. Exploring the Main Characters and Their Dynamics 

3. The Journey of Self-Discovery Against Societal Norms 

4. The Role of Relationships in Personal Growth 

5. Conflict and Resolution: Overcoming Obstacles Together 

6. Conclusion: Embracing the Balance Between Wildness and Domesticity 
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1. Introduction to the Themes of Wildness and
Control

In “The Opposite of Wild,” Kylie Gilmore delves deep into the contrasting

themes of wildness and control, setting the stage for a compelling

exploration of human behavior and emotional landscapes. The narrative

contrasts the unrestrained freedom associated with wildness against the

constraints imposed by societal expectations and personal choices, creating a

rich tapestry of conflict where characters grapple with their innate desires

versus their responsibilities.

Wildness embodies a sense of liberation, a yearning for adventure and

spontaneity that challenges the norms of everyday life. This longing often

manifests as an irresistible call to break free from the shackles of routine and

predictability. Gilmore presents wildness not just as reckless abandon, but as

an essential aspect of authenticity, where characters reveal their true selves,

untainted by societal pressures. The allure of untamed experiences and the

thrill of stepping into the unknown represent a vital part of one’s identity—a

pursuit of happiness and fulfillment that society often stifles.

On the flip side, the theme of control emerges as an integral counterbalance.

Control encompasses the strategies individuals employ to maintain order and

predictability in their lives. It reflects the societal norms that dictate

behavior, relationships, and responsibilities. In the face of wildness, control
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becomes a double-edged sword; it provides structure and safety but can also

lead to repression of one's true desires. The characters in Gilmore’s tale

navigate the delicate tension between these two forces, embodying the

struggle many face when reconciling their need for control with their

longing for wildness.

Through this exploration, Gilmore invites readers to reflect on their own

lives and the societal constructs that influence their choices. The dichotomy

of wildness and control prompts questions about the nature of freedom, the

weight of expectations, and the journey to self-acceptance. The characters'

journeys are marked by moments of indecision and clarity, revealing how

both wildness and control are not merely oppositional forces but are

inextricably linked in the quest for personal growth.

Ultimately, the themes of wildness and control serve as a powerful

framework for understanding the complexities of modern life. The narrative

becomes a mirror for readers to examine their own relationships with

freedom and constraint, setting the stage for a profound impact as they

journey alongside the characters toward self-discovery and acceptance.
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2. Exploring the Main Characters and Their
Dynamics

In "The Opposite of Wild" by Kylie Gilmore, the two central characters,

Claire and Jesse, form an intriguing dynamic that serves as a lens through

which the novel explores themes of wildness and control. Claire is portrayed

as a meticulous planner and a responsible adult who has made a name for

herself as a successful event planner. Her strict adherence to order and

predictability starkly contrasts with Jesse, a free-spirited artist who lives in

the moment and embraces unpredictability in both his life and work.

Claire is depicted as someone who thrives on structure, believing that life is

best lived by following a set path toward success and stability. However, this

approach stems from her desire to avoid chaos after having experienced

turmoil in her past. Her character arc showcases her internal struggle as she

grapples with the limitations of her need for control. Throughout the story,

readers see Claire's gradual shift as she confronts her fears and learns to

embrace spontaneity, largely catalyzed by her interactions with Jesse.

Jesse, on the other hand, embodies everything Claire is not. With his

bohemian lifestyle and artistic pursuits, Jesse represents the epitome of

wildness. He challenges societal norms and encourages Claire to step out of

her comfort zone, illustrating how spontaneity can lead to genuine

happiness. Despite his carefree nature, Jesse also carries the weight of his
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own struggles. His background and motivations reveal a deeper complexity;

he is not just a whimsical character but someone who has found joy in

embracing his true self amidst the chaos of life.

The initial friction between Claire and Jesse creates a compelling tension

that drives the narrative forward. Claire's discomfort with Jesse's

unconventional ways leads to humorous and enlightening moments as their

worlds collide. As they spend more time together, their contrasting

personalities begin to complement each other, fostering growth for both

characters. Jesse’s influence gradually loosens the reins of Claire’s tightly

controlled existence, allowing her to explore her identity beyond societal

expectations.

Their dynamic evolves from one of conflict to one of understanding and

collaboration. Claire starts to appreciate the beauty in unpredictability, while

Jesse learns the value of responsibility through Claire’s influence. This

mutual growth highlights the importance of relationships in personal

development, a crucial theme throughout the novel. Through their journey

together, Claire and Jesse demonstrate that wildness and control are not

mutually exclusive; rather, they can coexist harmoniously, enriching one’s

life experiences.
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3. The Journey of Self-Discovery Against
Societal Norms

In "The Opposite of Wild," Kylie Gilmore masterfully depicts the journey of

self-discovery that the main characters undertake as they grapple with the

expectations imposed by society. The narrative explores how these

expectations shape their identities and the internal conflicts that arise from

trying to conform to societal norms while yearning for personal freedom and

authenticity.

The protagonist, who has lived a life dictated by others, begins to realize that

the image of stability and control that her community promotes comes at a

steep cost to her individuality and happiness. As she navigates her routine

existence, marked by predictability and safety, she gradually awakens to the

realization that wildness — in spirit, creativity, and desires — is an intrinsic

part of her being that has long been suppressed. This awakening is not

without its challenges, as she struggles with guilt and fear of judgment from

those around her. 

Throughout her journey, the protagonist encounters various societal

pressures that reinforce the traditional roles expected of her. These pressures

often manifest through family expectations, professional obligations, and the

longing for social acceptance. As she begins to confront these norms, she

experiences an internal struggle that every reader recognizes: the dichotomy
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between self (the wild, untamed spirit) and other (the carefully curated,

socially acceptable persona). 

The narrative does not shy away from depicting the discomfort and fear that

accompany this self-exploration. Each attempt to embrace her 'wild'

side—be it through creative expression, spontaneous adventures, or

questioning the status quo—is met with both external resistance and internal

doubt. Yet, with every challenge she faces, she learns more about herself,

uncovering passions and desires that have been buried under layers of

conformity.

As she meets other characters who share similar struggles, including a

romantic interest who embodies freedom and fearlessness, the protagonist

finds inspiration and guidance. These interactions serve as catalysts for her

personal growth, pushing her to explore new perspectives on what it means

to live authentically. She learns that her journey is not just about individual

freedom but also about redefining relationships and connections with others,

fostering a sense of community that is rooted in authenticity rather than

societal expectations.

In her quest for liberation from societal constraints, the protagonist

ultimately discovers that the path to self-realization is not linear. It is fraught

with setbacks, moments of self-doubt, and a confrontation of deeply
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ingrained beliefs. Yet, this journey becomes the essence of her

transformation, teaching her that true control comes from within and that

embracing her wildness does not mean abandoning responsibility or

connection.

This struggle and eventual acceptance of her multifaceted identity highlight

a critical theme in Gilmore’s work: the balance between the wild and the

tame. As she learns to integrate these seemingly opposing aspects of her

identity, she demonstrates to readers that self-discovery is an ongoing

process, often requiring one to challenge societal norms. In doing so, she

portrays a journey that is both personal and universal, resonating with

anyone who has ever felt constrained by the expectations of their

environment.
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4. The Role of Relationships in Personal Growth

In "The Opposite Of Wild" by Kylie Gilmore, the exploration of

relationships plays a crucial role in the personal growth of the characters.

Each character's journey is intertwined with the connections they form with

others, illustrating how supportive relationships can foster resilience and

self-discovery.

The protagonist, whose life is initially dominated by control and routine,

begins to find herself through her interactions with those around her. These

relationships challenge her perceptions of happiness and fulfillment, pushing

her to examine her choices and the reasons behind her fear of stepping

outside her comfort zone. Gilmore deftly illustrates that personal growth

often comes from the influence of others, as characters encourage one

another to confront their insecurities and embrace vulnerability.

For instance, as the protagonist develops close friendships, she discovers

new facets of herself that had long been suppressed. These friendships act as

a mirror, reflecting both her strengths and her fears. They encourage her to

break free from societal expectations, teaching her that it’s okay to be

imperfect and that true fulfillment lies in authenticity. The support of her

friends becomes a catalyst for her transformation, allowing her to navigate

the complexities of her emotions and desires with greater confidence.
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Furthermore, romantic relationships serve as a powerful vehicle for growth

within the narrative. Through the protagonist's evolving relationship with her

love interest, readers witness the journey of learning to trust and open up.

This connection challenges her to confront her past traumas and allows her

to explore intimacy in a way that she never thought possible. Gilmore

masterfully depicts how love can be a transformative force, facilitating

deeper understanding not only of oneself but also of what it means to be in a

partnership that balances wildness with control.

Additionally, familial relationships provide another layer of complexity, as

the protagonist grapples with her upbringing and its impact on her identity.

The push and pull between familial expectations and personal desires

showcases the struggle many face in reconciling who they are with who they

are expected to be. Through pivotal conversations and moments of

reconciliation with her family, she learns to embrace her own narrative,

further illustrating how relationships can profoundly shape our personal

journeys.

In conclusion, "The Opposite Of Wild" emphasizes the essential role that

relationships play in fostering personal growth. By navigating the intricacies

of friendship, love, and family dynamics, the characters in the book reveal

that connection and support are key components of self-discovery. Rather

than existing in isolation, the protagonist learns that embracing her
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relationships allows her to thrive, ultimately empowering her to confront her

fears and embrace her wildness.
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5. Conflict and Resolution: Overcoming
Obstacles Together

In "The Opposite of Wild," the tension between the allure of wildness and

the security of control plays a significant role in the characters' journeys

toward resolution. Central characters, Alex and Mia, face a series of

conflicts that challenge their established norms and beliefs. Alex’s struggle

with his wild instincts, drawn towards freedom and spontaneity, collides

with Mia’s need for safety and predictability. This duality sparks a series of

misunderstandings and disagreements that threaten their burgeoning

relationship.

As the story unfolds, both characters encounter obstacles that force them to

confront their fears. Alex grapples with the societal expectations of stability

that come with adulthood, wrestling with his desire for freedom and his fear

of commitment. Meanwhile, Mia, rooted in her structured life, must deal

with her fears of the unknown and the unpredictable nature of Alex’s world.

Their journey is marked by these internal and external conflicts, which serve

as pivotal moments for personal growth.

A critical turning point arises when Mia faces an unexpected challenge that

risks her carefully constructed life. Alex steps in, offering support but also

reflecting the chaotic energy of wildness that both attracts and frightens her.

This incident pushes them both to reassess their preconceived notions about
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life, love, and what it means to truly be oneself, unencumbered by societal

restrictions.

Through shared experiences that test their limits—whether it's facing fears,

taking unexpected risks, or supporting one another in moments of

vulnerability—Alex and Mia gradually learn the value of compromise. They

discover that embracing elements of the wild does not mean abandoning

security; rather, it can enhance their personal growth and deepen their

connection.

Their resolution doesn’t come easily. It is filled with moments of doubt,

fear, and setbacks. Yet, as they navigate through each layer of their conflict,

they begin to understand that true partnership lies in the ability to overcome

obstacles together. They learn that both wildness and control have a place in

their lives and in their relationship, creating a new blend that respects both

characters' true selves.

In the climax, a significant event forces Alex to confront an aspect of his

past that he has long avoided, while Mia stands by him, demonstrating her

commitment despite her fears. This moment of vulnerability opens the door

for honest communication, allowing them to articulate their needs and

desires. The resolution of their conflict showcases a poignant transformation

where rather than containing each other, they empower one another to find
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strength in both wildness and stability.

Ultimately, their shared journey reinforces the theme that overcoming

obstacles together deepens the bond between individuals, illustrating that

acceptance and understanding are crucial in navigating the complexities of

love and self-discovery. Alex and Mia emerge not only as partners but as

individuals who have transcended their previous limitations, preparing them

to face the future with a newfound balance of adventurous spirits and

grounded realities.
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6. Conclusion: Embracing the Balance Between
Wildness and Domesticity

In “The Opposite of Wild,” Kylie Gilmore masterfully navigates the intricate

dance between wildness and domesticity, reflecting a profound

understanding of the human experience. The conclusion of the story invites

readers to contemplate the harmony that can exist when one embraces both

aspects of life, each complementing the other rather than existing in

opposition.

Throughout the narrative, we witness the struggles and transformations of

the characters as they grapple with their identities amidst societal

expectations. The wild, untamed spirit symbolizes freedom, adventure, and a

connection to nature, while domesticity embodies stability, security, and the

comforts of home. These dichotomies illustrate the complexity of life

choices and highlight how individuals can feel constrained by societal norms

that favor one over the other.

As the characters embark on their journeys of self-discovery, they come to

realize that embracing their wild side does not necessitate forsaking their

roots or the comforts of domestic life. Instead, each character learns to

appreciate the moments of thrill and spontaneity alongside the grounding

elements of routine and responsibility. They find strength in vulnerability,

revealing that personal growth often occurs when one steps outside of their
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comfort zone.

Relationships play a pivotal role in this balancing act. The connections

formed between characters act as a catalyst for change, pushing them to

confront their fears and insecurities. Through love, friendship, and support,

they challenge one another to embrace their wild instincts while cultivating a

sense of belonging and stability. This interplay illustrates that true personal

growth is often a collective endeavor, enabling characters to blend their

wildness with the comforts of companionship and shared experiences.

Conflict and resolution further underscore the necessity of balance. The

obstacles faced by the characters serve not only as challenges but also as

opportunities for growth. Through these trials, they learn that it is possible to

blend passion with peace, adventure with routine, and joyous spontaneity

with responsible decision-making. The resolution reveals that finding a

middle ground is both achievable and essential for genuine fulfillment.

Ultimately, the conclusion of “The Opposite of Wild” encourages readers to

reflect on their own lives, suggesting that embracing both wildness and

domesticity can lead to a richer, more authentic existence. This harmonious

coexistence allows for the celebration of individuality while simultaneously

honoring the bonds that tie us to each other. By recognizing the value in both

aspects, individuals can create a life that is vibrant, meaningful, and deeply
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satisfying. In navigating the balance between adventure and stability, we

honor our entire selves—wild and domestic alike—leading to a fulfilling

journey that enriches our lives and those of the people around us.
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5 Key Quotes of The Opposite Of Wild

1. "Sometimes the biggest risks lead to the most wonderful rewards." 

2. "The heart knows what it wants, even when the mind tries to reason with

it." 

3. "You can't truly find yourself until you're willing to lose everything you

thought you knew." 

4. "Love isn't about perfection; it's about connection and understanding each

other's flaws." 

5. "True freedom comes from embracing who you are, not who others expect

you to be." 
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