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About the book

Book Overview: The Runaway New York Times Bestseller  

Featured on NPR Morning Edition and On Being with Krista Tippett  

Critical Acclaim:  

- “Katherine May articulates what so many of us need to hear but haven’t

been able to express.” – Krista Tippett, *On Being*  

- “A beautiful and healing read that captures the essence of the season. A

truly stunning book.” – Elizabeth Gilbert  

- “Demonstrates the grace found in letting go and taking the necessary time

to heal in darkness. May’s observations are sharp, her prose honest and

precise—perfectly encapsulating the beauty and power in our quiet, restful

times.” – *Wall Street Journal*  

About the Author:  

From the acclaimed author of *Enchantment: Awakening Wonder in an

Anxious Age*, Katherine May presents a poignant and insightful

exploration into self-care amidst life's challenges.  

Synopsis of *Wintering*:  

Life often throws unexpected challenges our way—critical moments like

illness, loss, or career setbacks can leave us feeling lost and alone. For May,

a series of personal crises forced her to step back from her demanding job
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while navigating her husband’s illness and her son’s struggles in school.

*Wintering* chronicles her journey through this transformative phase,

illustrating not just survival, but the unique gifts found within hardship.  

Themes and Insights:  

Through her narrative, illuminated by references to literature, myth, and

nature, May teaches the importance of rest and reflection. From the rhythmic

cycles of the seasons to the wisdom of literary figures like C.S. Lewis and

Sylvia Plath, she weaves a story that encourages an appreciation for life's

slower passages—rich with growth and understanding.  

The Takeaway:  

*Wintering* encourages readers to reimagine their own periods of rest and

retreat as essential to the human experience. May’s introspective journey

fosters acceptance of sorrow while revealing beauty in winter’s quietude and

the cyclical nature of life. As a modern-day mystic, she offers a roadmap for

transforming personal hardships into opportunities for renewal.
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Wintering Summary
Written by Books1
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Who should read this book Wintering

"Wintering" by Katherine May is ideal for readers seeking comfort and

insight during times of personal or collective struggle. Those experiencing

transitions such as loss, burnout, or the challenges of modern life will find

resonance in May’s reflections on the natural cycles of rest and renewal.

Additionally, individuals interested in themes of resilience, self-care, and the

healing power of nature will appreciate her thoughtful narrative. This book

is for anyone looking to embrace their own season of winter, finding beauty

in stillness and learning to navigate the darker times with grace.
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Key insights of Wintering in table format

Chapter/Theme Summary

Introduction
Katherine May introduces the concept of wintering as a
metaphor for the periods of rest and retreat necessary in life,
paralleling the natural seasons.

Part 1: The
Winter of the
Mind

May discusses the mental and emotional challenges of winter,
both in a literal and metaphorical sense, highlighting how these
periods can lead to reflection and growth.

Part 2: The
Physical Winter

Explores the impact of winter on our physical bodies and the
importance of rest, drawing connections with hibernation and
dormancy in nature.

Part 3:
Community and
Connection

Emphasizes the importance of community during difficult times,
illustrating how relationships can provide support and warmth
during 'winters' of life.

Part 4: Nature's
Cycles

Delves into nature's cycles of growth and decay, emphasizing
how winter is a necessary part of the renewal process.

Part 5:
Embracing
Wintering

May encourages embracing the idea of wintering, suggesting it
is not a time of despair but an opportunity for introspection,
healing, and preparation for renewal.

Conclusion Wraps up the themes of resilience and acceptance, urging
readers to honor their own cycles of rest and renewal.
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Wintering Summary Chapter List

1. Understanding the Concept of Wintering in Life 

2. Embracing the Power of Stillness and Reflection 

3. Nature's Lessons on Resilience and Adaptation 

4. Finding Community and Connection During Hard Times 

5. Practicing Self-Care and Nurturing Your Spirit 

6. Emerging Stronger: The Transition from Winter to Renewal 
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1. Understanding the Concept of Wintering in
Life

In her book "Wintering," Katherine May explores the metaphorical concept

of wintering as a crucial period of slowing down and introspection that

everyone experiences at some point in their lives. Wintering does not strictly

refer to the cold season but rather symbolizes times of hardship, withdrawal,

and reflection that can lead to personal growth. In this phase, individuals

often feel a sense of cocooning, much like the natural world retreats into

stillness during winter months. May emphasizes the importance of

acknowledging and honoring these experiences rather than rushing through

them or dismissing their significance.

During wintering, one learns to embrace the quietness that comes with

solitude and stillness. This time can be uncomfortable, as it often involves

confronting one’s fears, emotions, and uncertainties. However, embracing

this stillness is essential for self-discovery and understanding one’s true

desires and needs. May suggests that this reflective period can help

individuals reconnect with their inner selves, offering a chance to process

experiences and feelings that may have been overlooked amidst life’s

busyness.

May also highlights nature's lessons on resilience and adaptation during this

time. Just as many plants and animals go dormant in the winter and have
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adapted to survive harsh conditions, humans too can learn to navigate

through challenging periods by finding strength in vulnerability. These

natural rhythms demonstrate that life has cycles, and experiencing a winter

season can actually be a source of growth and preparation for the eventual

renewal that follows.

Community and connection play a crucial role during wintering. May

encourages readers to lean on support networks, fostering relationships

during trying times. Sharing experiences can lighten burdens and create a

sense of belonging, reminding individuals that they are not alone. Whether

through family, friends, or larger communities, the importance of connection

becomes profoundly clear in helping navigate through tough seasons of life.

Self-care and nurturing one’s spirit also emerge as vital themes in the

wintering concept. This period calls for prioritizing mental health and

well-being through practices that soothe and restore. Engaging in activities

that bring joy, such as reading, art, meditation, or spending time in nature,

can enhance resilience. By nurturing oneself, individuals build a strong

foundation to emerge from wintering revitalized and rejuvenated.

Finally, May illustrates the transition from winter to renewal as a powerful

metamorphosis. After embracing the stillness and the challenges of winter,

individuals often find themselves awakening to new opportunities and
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insights. This is where personal growth flourishes, marking the shift into a

spring-like phase filled with renewed energy and hope. Ultimately, wintering

is depicted as an essential, albeit challenging, aspect of life’s journey, one

that cultivates resilience, depth, and an appreciation for the cycles of nature

and one’s personal existence.
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2. Embracing the Power of Stillness and
Reflection

In "Wintering," Katherine May invites readers to embrace the

often-overlooked power of stillness and reflection that winter symbolizes in

our lives. During the chaotic pace of modern existence, where distraction is

only a glance away, the notion of pausing to reflect can seem

counterintuitive or even culturally alien. Yet, May emphasizes that truly

engaging with our inner selves and the external world requires moments of

quiet introspection.

The season of winter, with its starkness and stillness, serves as a powerful

metaphor for periods in our lives when we feel drained, lost, or in need of

healing. It teaches us that rest and reflection are not signs of weakness but

essential aspects of personal growth. Modernity often pushes us towards

constant productivity and activity; however, May argues that winter offers a

necessary contrast—a time to reset and reassess one's life.

This stillness allows for deeper introspection and understanding of our

thoughts and feelings. May encourages readers to slow down, be still, and

really listen to what their hearts and minds are communicating. Just as nature

goes quiet and dormant, cultivating moments of solitude invites personal

revelations that might otherwise remain buried beneath the busyness of daily

life.
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In these reflective moments, people can confront their struggles, desires, and

fears, acknowledging them instead of pushing them aside. May suggests that

it is in these quiet times that we can harness our true feelings, hence

clarifying our paths and preparing us for the inevitable transitions that life

will present. This embrace of stillness also fosters creativity, as many artists

and thinkers have found that their most profound ideas surface during

periods of quiet contemplation.

Moreover, May illustrates how embracing stillness provides a foundation

from which to explore one's identity, dreams, and aspirations. It encourages

a dialogue with oneself, leading to self-discovery and inner peace. By

accepting winter, both in nature and in our lives, we honor the necessary

pauses that punctuate our journeys. It serves as a vital reminder that periods

of inactivity are not periods of stagnation; rather, they are vital to growth,

reflection, and preparation for the next phase of life.

Through these practices, individuals learn the value of patience and the

importance of timing—recognizing that not every moment is meant for

action, and that sometimes, the most significant progress is made during the

stillest of times.
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3. Nature's Lessons on Resilience and
Adaptation

In the narrative of “Wintering,” Katherine May delves into the profound

teachings that nature offers regarding resilience and adaptation in the face of

adversity. Nature serves as a poignant metaphor for navigating life’s

challenges, illustrating how seasonal cycles influence not just the

environment but our internal rhythms as well. Just as winter is a time of

dormancy for many living organisms, it reflects moments in our lives when

we feel stagnant or in a state of retreat, grappling with personal difficulties

that may seem insurmountable.

May draws insightful parallels between nature’s adaptations during winter

and human responses to hardship, underscoring that just like ecosystems that

lie dormant, we too have periods of rest and recuperation that are essential

for our growth. For instance, trees might shed their leaves and appear

lifeless, yet beneath the surface, vital processes are at work. Roots are

strengthening, and preparations for the bursting forth of spring are being

quietly made.  This understanding prompts a shift in perspective: rather than

viewing down times as failures, we can see them as integral phases of our

growth.

Furthermore, May highlights how various species exhibit remarkable

adaptations to survive the cold months. Some animals, like bears, enter
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hibernation, slowing their metabolic processes and retreating into safety,

while others, like birds, migrate to warmer climates to find sustenance.

These examples bring forth an essential lesson about acknowledging the

need for rest and change in our own lives. Implementing our own forms of

retreat, be it physical, emotional, or spiritual, allows us to conserve energy

and focus on internal healing.  

 

May also emphasizes the interconnectedness of life in nature, where

ecosystems rely on diversity and collaboration for resilience. This reinforces

the idea that during our personal winters, seeking connections with others

can provide much-needed support. Nature teaches us that isolation can be

detrimental, suggesting the importance of building community and drawing

strength from relationships. Whether through familial ties, friendships, or

newfound connections, shared experiences can be a source of warmth and

comfort.

By embracing these lessons from nature, we can learn to adapt and find

resilience in our own lives. The cycle of winter, with its quiet contemplation,

prepares us for the ultimate renewal of spring, marking a powerful cycle of

growth, rebirth, and flourishing. Through observing the world around us,

May invites readers to understand that our winters — though difficult — are

not permanent and hold the potential for great personal growth and

transformation.
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4. Finding Community and Connection During
Hard Times

In "Wintering," Katherine May explores the profound importance of

community and connection, particularly during life's most challenging times.

She emphasizes that while the individual journey through hardship can often

feel isolating, the bonds we forge with others can provide crucial support

and warmth, akin to a refuge during the coldest winter nights.

During periods of struggle, whether it’s due to personal crises, loss, or

simply the weight of the world pressing down, May suggests that reaching

out to others can be a source of solace and strength. This idea resonates

deeply as she shares personal anecdotes and reflections on how various

connections have played pivotal roles in navigating her own winter seasons.

Through the lens of her experiences, she illustrates that vulnerability can

deepen relationships, fostering an environment where shared hardship can

lead to healing.

May encourages readers to seek out their own communities, whether they

are formed through family, friendships, or groups centered around common

interests or struggles. In doing so, she highlights the importance of both

giving and receiving support. Connection, she argues, is not just a safety net

but a crucial component for thriving through seasonal adversities. The

warmth and understanding that come from others remind us that we are not
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alone, even in our darkest hours.

She also touches on the idea of participating in communal activities, both as

a means of self-care and a way to contribute to the collective spirit. Through

engaging with others in shared rituals or gatherings, individuals can foster a

sense of belonging that is particularly needed during times of hardship. This

sense of unity can propel us through the colder, lonelier months of winter in

our lives, revealing pathways to hope and renewal.

Ultimately, May's reflections prompt readers to appreciate the networks we

cultivate and the importance of nurturing these connections. In recognizing

and valuing our interdependence, we not only enhance our own resilience

but also contribute to the strength of our communities. The book elegantly

portrays that in finding communion amidst suffering, we can collectively

combat the isolating aspects of our winters, emerging not just survived, but

transformed through the bonds we share.
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5. Practicing Self-Care and Nurturing Your
Spirit

In "Wintering," Katherine May emphasizes the importance of self-care as a

crucial element in navigating through periods of darkness and difficulty.

Self-care, in this context, transcends mere indulgence. It is a deliberate act of

nourishing one’s spirit and tending to emotional and spiritual wounds,

particularly during life’s inevitable winters.

May encourages readers to engage in mindful practices that foster a deeper

connection to themselves. This involves recognizing the innate needs of the

body and soul—rest, nourishment, and healing. She argues that self-care is

not selfish; rather, it is a necessary foundation for resilience. To truly nurture

your spirit, one must first acknowledge their own vulnerabilities and allow

space for healing. This can mean embracing solitude when needed, as well

as giving oneself permission to take a break from the relentless pace of

modern life.

The author suggests practical self-care rituals that can serve as anchors

during turbulent times. These rituals range from simple pleasures such as

warm baths and quiet evenings spent reading, to more profound practices

like journaling or meditative walks in nature. Each act becomes a way to

reconnect with oneself and cultivate inner peace. May illustrates how these

small gestures can create a ripple effect, enhancing emotional well-being and
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fostering a sense of wholeness, regardless of external circumstances.

Furthermore, nurturing your spirit also involves seeking creativity and joy

amid hardship. May highlights the significance of engaging in creative

endeavors—be it painting, writing, or gardening—as a means to express

emotions that may be difficult to articulate. Such activities not only provide

a sense of accomplishment but also serve as a form of therapy, allowing for

self-expression and emotional release.

Importantly, May stresses that community plays a fundamental role in

self-care. Connecting with others, sharing vulnerabilities, and allowing

oneself to be supported is crucial when facing personal winters. Friendships

and family ties can offer warmth and understanding, reminding us that we

are not alone in our struggles. Therefore, building and maintaining these

connections becomes a vital act of self-care, helping to fortify the spirit

against loneliness and despair.

In "Wintering," Katherine May invites readers to redefine what it means to

care for oneself during difficult times. Her insights serve as a gentle

reminder that nurturing the spirit is an ongoing, dynamic process—one that

empowers individuals to emerge from their winters not only intact, but

imbued with newfound strength and resilience.
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6. Emerging Stronger: The Transition from
Winter to Renewal

Emerging from the depths of winter signifies a remarkable shift, both in

nature and within ourselves. As the cold recedes and life begins to unfurl, we

too experience a transformation that heralds renewal. This transition is

marked by a gradual thawing—a slow awakening from the dormancy of

grief, hardship, or introspection, where profound growth can occur.

Just as the earth revitalizes itself, tapping into the layers of the soil enriched

by the decay of previous seasons, we find that our struggles have also

cultivated fertile ground for new beginnings. The phase of wintering,

perceived as a period of stagnation or defeat, can instead be seen as a critical

part of our journey. It is in these moments of quiet reflection that we gather

strength, gaining the wisdom to navigate the uncertainties that spring might

bring.

As we begin to embrace this renewal phase, we notice the first signs of life

returning—buds on the trees, the warmth of the sun coaxing the frost away.

These signals serve as reminders that while winter is necessary for rest, it is

not the end. Similarly, we may find ourselves more resilient as we emerge,

understanding that the challenges faced during our own winter have

equipped us with insights and tools that we can carry forward.
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The metaphorical transition from winter to spring encourages us to cultivate

patience. Renewal is not instantaneous; it is a process that unfolds gently

over time. As we watch the world awaken, we learn to trust in the timing of

our own unfolding. It is a call to honor our pace, acknowledging that healing

and growth happen in their own time, and that we should never rush them.

Moreover, this transition invites us to share our stories of wintering with

others. By voicing our experiences, we can help de-stigmatize the struggles

we all encounter. In community, we learn that we are not alone. Together,

we can celebrate the beauty of returning to life, creating a supportive

network that encourages vulnerability and strength alike. During this shared

experience of emergence, we recognize that our individual journeys

contribute to a collective tapestry of resilience—each thread interwoven with

stories of hardship and renewal.

Ultimately, emerging stronger is about realizing our capacity for adaptability

and growth. We learn that, much like nature, we can flourish even after the

harshest winters. We may find clarity in our values, determine new goals

inspired by our past struggles, and establish healthier boundaries in the

relationships we nurture. This process is not just about bouncing back; it is

about moving forward into a more authentic version of ourselves—full of

hope, equipped with wisdom, and ready for the abundant possibilities that

spring holds. As we shake off the remnants of winter, we step into the light
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of renewal, carrying with us the lessons learned from the quiet,

transformative power of the cold months.
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5 Key Quotes of Wintering

1. "To winter is to rest, to allow oneself to be still and to reflect on the

journey taken so far." 

2. "In winter, we can find the deeper truths of ourselves, as nature teaches us

to embrace the cycles of life." 

3. "The act of wintering is a time for transformation, allowing us to emerge

renewed and stronger in the following seasons." 

4. "Embracing the cold and the darkness is not merely survival; it can be a

beautiful act of self-discovery and acceptance." 

5. "Just as nature lies dormant, so too can we, finding strength in silence and

solace in solitude." 
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