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About the book

New York Times Bestseller  

  

In 1049, a dramatic confrontation unfolded between William, Duke of

Normandy and the future conqueror of England, and Baldwin V, Count of

Flanders. Matilda, Baldwin’s eldest daughter, rejected William’s marriage

proposal and insulted his legitimacy. In a fit of rage, William assaulted

Matilda, sparking outrage from her father, who quickly rallied to defend her

honor. However, against all odds, Matilda—still recovering from her

ordeal—declared her intent to marry William, proclaiming that his

audacious attack proved his courage.  

  

This tumultuous start marked the beginning of the partnership between

Matilda of Flanders and William the Conqueror. While much has been said

about William's epic conquests, Matilda's significant contributions have

often slipped into the shadows. In her captivating book, "Queen of the

Conqueror," esteemed author Tracy Borman shines a spotlight on Matilda, a

towering figure of just four-foot-two, whose role as the first crowned Queen

of England has left an indelible mark on the monarchy.  

  

Through an examination of extensive historical records, Borman presents

Matilda as passionate, intelligent, and resilient, but also relentless in her

ambitions. Notably, she was the only one able to temper William, who,
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unusual for his time, remained devoted to her. As a mother of nine,

including four sons who inherited their father's vast realms, Matilda defied

the era's expectations of women by seizing power when possible, advising

her husband, and at times ignoring his commands outright.  

  

Borman narrates Matilda’s incredible journey within the context of a

transformative era in European history. 

"Queen of the Conqueror" is a vivid and engaging account that not only

celebrates an extraordinary woman but highlights her critical influence on

future generations and the foundational changes that shaped modern society. 

  

What Critics are Saying about "Queen of the Conqueror"  

  

“Tracy Borman vividly recounts Queen Matilda's immense achievements in

establishing early Norman governance. Alongside her warrior husband, she

contributed legitimacy and a flourishing of education, diplomacy, and

culture to the Norman-English monarchy. Borman, a leader in heritage

education, fleshes out Matilda's complex character, setting a strong

precedent for future English queens during a turbulent era. This is a richly

layered exploration of a reign that produced timeless icons such as the

Bayeux Tapestry and the Domesday Book.”  

—Kirkus Reviews  
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“Tracy Borman approaches this narrative with clarity and precision,

skillfully unraveling Matilda's influential role in pivotal historical events that

irrevocably altered English history.”  

—Helen Castor, Literary Review
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Who should read this book Queen Of The
Conqueror

"Queen of the Conqueror" by Tracy Joanne Borman is a must-read for

anyone interested in history, particularly those fascinated by the powerful

and often overlooked women of the past. This book delves into the life of

Matilda of England, a formidable figure during a tumultuous period in

medieval history. It appeals not only to historians and scholars but also to

general readers who enjoy rich narratives filled with intrigue, ambition, and

the complexities of political power. Anyone who appreciates biographies,

feminist perspectives on history, or the intricacies of royal life will find this

book captivating and enlightening.
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Key insights of Queen Of The Conqueror in
table format

Title Queen of the Conqueror: The Life of Matilda of England

Author Tracy Joanne Borman

Genre Biography, History

Published 2021

Main
Subject

Matilda of England, a key historical figure in the 11th and 12th
centuries

Key
Themes Power, gender, heritage, monarchy, conflict

Summary

The book explores the life of Matilda of England, daughter of King
Henry I, who was a formidable political figure in her own right. Known
as the 'Queen of the Conqueror', Matilda navigated the complexities of
medieval politics, claimed her place in the line of succession, and
stood against male-dominated power structures. Borman delves into
Matilda’s relationships, particularly with her husband Geoffrey
Plantagenet and her father, as well as her rivalry with her cousin
Stephen. The biography highlights Matilda's resilience and influence
during a turbulent period in English history, ultimately presenting her as
a pioneer for women in positions of power.

Important
Events

- Matilda's marriage to Geoffrey Plantagenet
- The power struggle with her cousin Stephen
- Matilda's claims to the English throne
- Her role during the Anarchy conflict
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Title Queen of the Conqueror: The Life of Matilda of England

Notable
Quotes

Includes notable primary sources and statements regarding her life
and impact

Impact
and
Legacy

The book sheds light on a historical figure often overlooked,
contributing to the understanding of women's roles in history and the
complexities of medieval monarchy.
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Queen Of The Conqueror Summary Chapter
List

1. Introducing the Powerful Figure of Matilda, Queen of England 

2. The Ambitious Journey to the Throne and Its Challenges 

3. Matilda's Role in the Civil War and Her Strategic Mind 

4. The Legacy of Matilda: Impact on Monarchy and Gender Roles 

5. Reflections on Matilda's Life and Historical Significance 
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1. Introducing the Powerful Figure of Matilda,
Queen of England

Matilda, born around 1102, was the daughter of King Henry I of England

and the formidable Countess Matilda of Scotland. She emerged as a

significant figure in the annals of English history, both for her royal lineage

and her ambitious determination to assert her claim to the English throne.

Despite the patriarchal societal norms that dominated the medieval period,

Matilda's life story is one of unyielding strength and resilience, making her

the first female monarch to reign in her own right in England.

Raised in the royal court, Matilda was well-educated and politically astute

from an early age. This education instilled in her a sense of duty and

ambition, nurturing her aspirations to rule. Her marriage to Geoffrey

Plantagenet, Count of Anjou, in 1128 forged a significant political alliance

that would prove crucial in her quest for power. Matilda became the mother

of three children, including the future King Henry II, further ensuring the

continuation of her bloodline and influence.

Despite her status as the king's chosen heir, Matilda's path to the throne was

fraught with challenges. Upon her father’s death in 1135, her cousin Stephen

of Blois seized the crown, igniting a power struggle that would engulf

England in civil war. Yet, even amid this turmoil, Matilda's ambition

remained undeterred. She adeptly maneuvered through political alliances
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and military confrontations, showcasing her exceptional capabilities not only

as a leader but also as a strategist.

Matilda's reign, although marked by conflict and challenge, laid

foundational groundwork for future monarchs. She broke the mold for what

a queen could represent, challenging contemporary notions of gender roles

within the monarchy and asserting the legitimacy of female rulership. Her

story is one of pioneering efforts and fierce determination in a time when

women were often relegated to the shadows of history.

Through Matilda’s life and struggles, Tracy Joanne Borman illustrates a

powerful figure who transcended the limitations imposed by her gender.

This introduction to Matilda’s character serves as a testament to her

enduring legacy, one that would influence both the structure of monarchy

and the evolving roles of women within the historical narrative.
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2. The Ambitious Journey to the Throne and Its
Challenges

Throughout her life, Matilda, the daughter of King Henry I, exhibited an

unwavering resolve to claim the throne of England, a quest that was fraught

with numerous challenges and obstacles. From her earliest days, Matilda

was groomed for leadership; she was raised at a time when the realm's

cultural and political landscapes were increasingly complex, shaped by the

influence of both domestic and continental powers.

The death of her father in 1135 ignited a fierce struggle for power, as

Matilda's cousin Stephen of Blois swiftly claimed the crown. This

usurpation laid the groundwork for a bitter conflict and set Matilda on an

ambitious journey toward triumph that would not only test her political

savvy but also her resilience in the face of adversity. 

Matilda's ambitions did not stop with her claim; her subsequent attempts to

secure her position involved strategic marriages and forming key alliances.

The union with Geoffrey Plantagenet, Count of Anjou, was a calculated

move aimed at bolstering her claim by securing the support of powerful

noble families. Yet, even with a political marriage, her journey was riddled

with setbacks, including periods of imprisonment and forced exile after her

forces were defeated in battle. 
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The challenges Matilda faced were not merely military; they reflected the

profound gender biases of her time. Society was not prepared to accept a

woman as a ruler, and this prejudice manifested in a lack of support from

many male nobles who were unwilling to accept her as queen. Therefore,

Matilda's path to rulership required her to navigate a treacherous landscape

of political machinations and gender politics, fighting not only for her claim

to the throne but also to break the mold of female leadership in a patriarchal

society.

Despite these hurdles, Matilda's determination shone through during the

prolonged civil strife known as the Anarchy, a period of civil war between

her supporters and those loyal to Stephen. With shifting allegiances and

battles that frequently turned in favor of one side or the other, Matilda had to

consistently adapt her strategies, proving herself a formidable force. Her

resilience and refusal to surrender her aspirations influenced the morale of

her supporters and demonstrated her capabilities as a leader, ultimately

reshaping her initial public image from that of a mere claimant to a serious

contender for the crown. 

As Matilda's journey unfolded, it became clear that her ambitions were not

just personal aspirations; they were emblematic of a larger struggle for

power that challenged existing notions of monarchy and authority in

England. Nonetheless, her claim to the throne was ultimately unfulfilled
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during her lifetime, when she was unable to secure the crown for herself and

eventually had to negotiate a settlement that recognized her son, Henry, as

heir. This compromise would lay the groundwork for the future Plantagenet

dynasty but also spotlight the inherent challenges faced by women in

political spheres.

In essence, Matilda's journey to the throne was emblematic of the struggles

inherent in her era—marked by aspirations that clashed with societal norms

and realities. Her story illustrates not only the trials faced by a royal woman

in pursuit of power but also the nuances of leadership that transcend gender,

laying the foundation for future generations in their quests for equality and

representation in governance.
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3. Matilda's Role in the Civil War and Her
Strategic Mind

Matilda, the daughter of Henry I of England, emerged as a formidable leader

during the civil war that engulfed England in the 12th century, known as The

Anarchy. Following her father's death in 1135, a violent struggle erupted

between Matilda and her cousin Stephen of Blois, who seized the throne.

Despite the societal limitations imposed on women at the time, Matilda’s

resolve and keen strategic mind set her apart as an influential figure in this

turbulent period.

Matilda's role in The Anarchy was not just passive; she actively sought to

reclaim her rightful position as queen. She displayed remarkable political

acumen and military tactics, engaging in alliances and employing shrewd

diplomatic maneuvers. Recognizing the importance of both military strength

and political legitimacy, Matilda surrounded herself with competent advisors

and military commanders. Among these were her half-brother Robert of

Gloucester and other loyal barons who pledged their support to her cause.

Matilda's strategic use of propaganda played a crucial role in her quest for

the throne. She expertly crafted her image as a rightful ruler, portraying

herself as the legitimate heir to her father, which appealed to various factions

across the realm. By positioning her claim against Stephen's usurpation, she

garnered support from those who were disenchanted by Stephen's
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governance. Matilda was particularly adept at leveraging her gender to her

advantage; her status as a female leader underlined the notion of her divine

right to rule, which resonated with some segments of the population.

In the realm of warfare, Matilda was no stranger to the battlefield. Her

tenacity was evident during the siege of Oxford in 1142, where she defended

her stronghold against Stephen’s forces. Her ability to command troops,

coupled with her strategic foresight in securing key territories, showcased

her competence as a military leader. Though her forces faced numerous

setbacks, Matilda's unwavering persistence inspired those fighting alongside

her, reinforcing her image as a determined and capable ruler.

Despite facing extreme challenges, including the loss of key battles and the

pervasive notion of female leadership being at odds with the expectations of

medieval society, Matilda remained undeterred. Her determination

eventually bore fruit when she briefly held the title of Empress of England

after Stephen was captured, further solidifying her influence in a

male-dominated realm. However, the ongoing strife would culminate with a

peace treaty in 1153 which eventually allowed her son, Henry Plantagenet,

to inherit the throne, effectively setting the stage for a new dynasty.

Matilda’s tactical prowess and indomitable spirit during The Anarchy

significantly transformed the landscape of English politics. Her role in the
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civil war illuminated the capabilities of women in leadership and laid the

groundwork for future female monarchs. Through her actions, Matilda not

only fought for her claim but reshaped the understanding of gender roles

within the monarchy, paving the way for a legacy that would endure long

after her time.
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4. The Legacy of Matilda: Impact on Monarchy
and Gender Roles

Matilda, the first female ruler of England, left a profound and lasting legacy

that reshaped not only the monarchy but also the societal perceptions of

gender roles during the medieval period. Through her relentless ambition

and fierce determination to claim the throne, Matilda challenged the

conventions of her time, laying the groundwork for future female rulers and

redefining the expectations of monarchy.

In an era dominated by male leadership, Matilda's struggle for power

signified a pivotal shift in the understanding of gender dynamics within

royal authority. Her tenacity as a claimant to the English throne prompted a

reevaluation of acceptable roles for women in positions of influence.

Although her reign was fraught with challenges, Matilda’s endeavors

illustrated that women could govern with authority and competence, a

narrative that gradually infiltrated the societal mindset and began to alter

entrenched patriarchal norms.

Matilda’s participation in the civil war and her strategic acumen set a

precedent for women in leadership roles, showcasing that strength,

intelligence, and political savvy were not confined to men. She actively led

armies, forged alliances, and positioned herself within the complex web of

feudal politics, ultimately changing how women were viewed in the context
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of leadership and governance. Her ability to navigate the treacherous waters

of political disputes highlighted her as not just a wife or daughter of a king,

but as a formidable political entity in her own right.

Moreover, Matilda’s legacy extended beyond her personal ambitions; it

began to influence the structure of the monarchy itself. Her struggle laid the

foundations for the legitimacy of female lineage within royal succession.

The concept that women could inherit and rightfully claim thrones gradually

gained traction, culminating in a broader acceptance of female authority that

would manifest in later monarchs like Queen Elizabeth I and Queen

Victoria, who reigned with immense power and authority.

In essence, Matilda's life and aspirations were catalysts for change that

inspired subsequent generations. Her determination to achieve the crown,

despite facing significant gender-based opposition, symbolized not merely

the personal ambition of one individual, but the potential for women to

occupy roles traditionally reserved for men. While the complete realization

of gender equality in monarchy was still far off, Matilda’s legacy undeniably

set the wheels of progress into motion.

In reflecting on Matilda’s remarkable journey, her influence can be seen as a

crucial chapter in the history of the English monarchy. She moved beyond

the confines of her era's gender expectations, paving the way for future
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female rulers who would draw inspiration from her courage and resolve.

Through her struggles, Matilda transformed not only the perception of

women in power but also contributed to the evolution of the monarchy itself,

ultimately influencing the political landscape of England for centuries to

come.
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5. Reflections on Matilda's Life and Historical
Significance

Matilda, the first woman to hold the title of Queen of England in her own

right, occupies a fascinating and pivotal place in history. Her life was not

merely a footnote in the annals of medieval England; it was a compelling

narrative of ambition, resilience, and the sometimes precarious nature of

power. Born into a lineage steeped in authority, Matilda was the daughter of

King Henry I and was designated as his heir, a position that would lead her

into a maelstrom of political intrigue and warfare. Her journey illuminated

the complexities of female power in a male-dominated society, underscoring

the challenges faced by women who sought to transcend traditional roles.

Matilda's quest for the throne following Henry I's death was fraught with

obstacles, both personal and political. Despite being the legitimate heir, her

claim was challenged by her cousin Stephen of Blois, who capitalized on the

widespread reluctance to accept a female ruler. This power struggle not only

highlighted the societal norms that often marginalized women but also

showcased Matilda’s strategic mind and tenacity. Her ability to navigate the

tumultuous waters of medieval politics was remarkable, as she found allies

and employed cunning tactics to assert her claim. For instance, her efforts to

gather support in England and her determined campaigns reinforced her

capacity as a leader, even in an era when women were largely relegated to

the peripheries of power.
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The civil war that ensued, known as The Anarchy, served as a crucible for

Matilda’s leadership. Her resilience in the face of adversity and her tactical

acumen made her a significant player in the garden of English politics.

Matilda’s brief ascension to power, albeit marred by conflict, challenged the

status quo and set a precedent for future female leaders. Her actions paved

the way for a reevaluation of female authority and the roles women could

occupy in governance.

Matilda's legacy extends far beyond her immediate political consequences.

She altered the perception of women in power, proving that they could be

formidable rulers. This impact resonates through subsequent generations and

is reflected in the eventual acceptance of queens regnant in later periods. Her

life story serves as a testament to the evolving notion of gender roles within

the monarchy, illustrating that authority and leadership are not solely male

domains. The significance of Matilda's life is also evident in the discourse

surrounding monarchs thereafter; her existence alone prompted discussions

about legitimacy, power, and lineage that influenced the future of the

English crown.

In conclusion, Matilda of Flanders stands as a compelling figure in history

who challenges the traditional narratives surrounding women in leadership.

Her indomitable spirit, strategic prowess, and the impact of her
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reign—despite being brief—underscore the complex tapestry of gender and

power in medieval England. As we reflect on her life, it becomes clear that

Matilda's significance lies not only in her role as a ruler but also in her

ability to inspire future generations to reconsider the boundaries of authority

and the potential for women to claim their rightful place in history.
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5 Key Quotes of Queen Of The Conqueror

1. "History is written by the victors, but the true stories reside in the hearts

of those who lived it." 

2. "In a world dominated by men, she forged her own path - proving that

power can come from wisdom, not just strength." 

3. "To conquer is not just to possess, but to understand and honor the legacy

of those who came before." 

4. "Every queen must face trials, but it is in the resilience of her spirit that

she finds her true crown." 

5. "Love and loyalty may be the foundation of a kingdom, but it's the

courage to stand alone that truly defines a leader." 

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/LViWF8VnuOb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/ICzfYbXnuOb

